




When Sources Have 3 or More Authors 

Work with 3-5 Authors: 

Identify all authors in the signal phrase or in parenthesis the first time you cite the source. 

In 2007, Walden, Murrow, and Smith concluded, ''The results of the test were definitive" (p. 

811). 

For further citations, use the first author's name and et al. in the signal phrase or parenthesis. 

As Walden et al. (2007) confirmed, "sleeping pills can be very effective in inducing sleep, but 

they should be used in moderation as prolonged use may affect the circadian biological clock" 

(p. 805). 

Work with 6 or more authors: 

Use the author's name and et al. in the signal phrase or parenthesis. 

Johnson et al. (2014) discovered that regular exercise and a balanced,diet can help boost natural 

energy levels (p. 5). 

Work with unknown authors: 

If the author is unknown, use the work's titl in the signal phrase or give the first word or two of 

the title in parentheses. Short works like articles are in quotations, long works like books are 

italicized. 

The tendency of violent video games leading to violent children does not have enough research 

to produce any definitive findings ("Are Video Games Making You Violent," 2017). 


