
 
 Mr. Jones makes the following speech at a meeting attended 
by several hundred people sympathetic to his cause. There are also 
several hundred other people from the community, including 
reporters and government officials, in attendance. After a brief 
introduction, Mr. Jones says: 
 

“My friends, it is time we stopped being pushed around. The 
principal of the school is an evil pervert, thief, bigamist, liar, 
communist, and Satanist! And there are teachers at the school who 
should be fired for practicing atheism! We have demanded that the 
School Board fire them, but our demands have fallen on deaf ears. 
If the Board, who we elected, won’t stop perverts and atheists from 
having access to our children in the classroom, then I say we 
march over there right now and burn down the school!” 
 

Mr. Jones is arrested before he can finish the rest of his 
speech. In court, he tells the judge that all charges should be 
dropped, since the police have violated his First Amendment 
rights. 
 
1. Upon what grounds and with what evidence would the police 
and local district attorney likely claim that, in this case, the First 
Amendment does not protect Mr. Jones? 
 
2. Mr. Jones is subsequently sued by the school’s principal. For 
what, and upon what grounds? 
 
3. What part of the First Amendment would be violated, and 
how would it be violated, if the School Board were to accede to 
Mr. Jones’ demands regarding the firing of certain teachers?  


