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Thank you, Board Chair Houston. 
 
We are so proud that you’re a product of the San Bernardino Community College District. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and for giving back to your college district and our local students.
 
Good morning, ROADRUNNERS!
 
Let’s try that again…GOOD MORNING!
 
Happy new year! We’re off to a great start. It's so wonderful to see your smiling faces this morning. 
 
Thanks again to our Board of Trustees who are here this morning.
 
I’d also like to recognize the members of the Chancellor’s Cabinet:
President Kevin Horan
Executive Vice Chancellor Jose Torres
Vice Chancellor of Human Resources & Police Services Kristina Hannon
Vice Chancellor of Educational and Student Services Dr. Nohemy Ornelas
Associate Vice Chancellor of Government Relations & Strategic Communications Angel Rodriguez
 
I would also like to recognize the leadership team here at Crafton Hills:
Vice President of Student Services Dr. Delmy Spencer
Vice President of Instruction, Dr. Keith Wurtz
Vice President of Administrative Services Mike Strong
 
It’s also my pleasure to recognize:
Academic Senate President Brandi Bailes
Classified Senate President Kevin Palkki
 
Now, raise your hand or stand up if you are a new faculty or staff member here at Crafton Hills.
 
Let’s give them hearty welcome! <<Lead applause>>
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Thank you for joining the Crafton Team-- this is a very special place. 
 
It’s is a place with heart. 

It’s a place with optimism.
 
We wake up every day to open doors of higher education and opportunity for our students, their families, and our local community. 
 
During the holiday break, I reflected on all the good work we did together in 2022. Thanks to each of you, we accomplished so much in service to our students.

Please direct your attention to the screen to see some of our favorite moments across the San Bernardino Community College District…
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IT will play video: https://youtu.be/5m_3sxb2E68
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This video only scratches the surface. But what is clear is that our momentum toward student success continues.
 
It’s also clear that the four long-range goals we’ve set for ourselves aren’t just buzzwords on a planning document or brochure, they’re real actions we’re taking to open doors of opportunity.



Two Colleges. One Application.

San Bernardino
Valley College

CRrRAFTON HilLs

GO DWEE & E

Eliminate barriers
to student access
and success
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When it comes to eliminating barriers to student access and success…
Beyond basic needs, I am proud of Crafton’s collaboration with Valley College to create a common enrollment application.
Before, if a student wanted to take one class at Crafton and another at Valley, they would be asked to fill out two applications, or one for each campus.
We have finally eliminated that barrier! Now, students can fill out one application instead and have the flexibility to take classes at both campuses.
Thank you to everyone who has worked on the common student application. It’s a dream come true for our students.
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Heritage Month

NATIONAL THEME:
BLACK HEALTH & WELLNESS
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When it comes to being a diverse, equitable, inclusive, and anti-racist institution…
The Asian Pacific Islander Association celebrated its first birthday, and is doing phenomenal work.
The Black Faculty and Staff Association and Latino Faculty Staff and Administrators’ Association are also going strong, building community and raising funds for student scholarships.
 


Be a leader and
partner in
addressing
regional issues

Growing the Public Safety Training Center at Crafton Hills College
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When it comes to being a regional leader and partner…
I’m proud that on January 20, Crafton is breaking ground on the expansion of the Public Safety Training Center.
This center will better serve our regional workforce needs and prepare the professionals who will keep our communities healthy and safe.
This building would have been possible without the help and support of our local community who voted for Measure CC in 2018, and with the support of the state. 
These are your tax dollars at work, and it’ll mean better opportunities for our local students.


Ensure fiscal
accountability and
sustainability

SBCCD District Support Operations
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When it comes to ensuring fiscal accountability and sustainability…
I give kudos to our Business, Fiscal, Accounting, and Administrative Services teams at the DSO, Valley, Crafton.
As a public institution, we are subject to yearly independent audits. It’s a way to ensure our colleges are responsible stewards of taxpayers’ dollars.
In our latest audit that concluded at the end of 2022, the San Bernardino Community College District had zero findings. 
In other words, we achieved a clean audit. THAT is something that our community and taxpayers can be proud of.



Momentum Toward
Student Success
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That’s what I call momentum. And each of you has contributed to it in one way or another. Thank you for what you do.
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Now that we’ve had a winter break and time to recharge our batteries, let’s finish this semester by doing what we do best: Changing students’ lives.
 
What do you think? Can we keep our momentum? Will we change students’ lives?

Let me finish with three simple words my mom used to tell me: "I see you."
 
I see you're working hard. I see your love and passion for what you do, so I thank you for making life better for our students and community. 
 
Have a great semester. Thank you!
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