
HONORS COURSES 
(From Curriculum Bylaws) 

 
 
Through participation in the Crafton Hills College Honors Institute, high achieving 
students have the opportunity to take honors coursework at the college.  However, 
honors coursework is not necessarily more work.  Rather, honors courses should 
include objectives, course content and methods of evaluation which demand greater 
rigor, synthesis and critical thought. 
 
Faculty interested in developing honors sections of courses can contact the Director of 
the College Honors Institute for more information.  The general guidelines are as 
follows: 
 

1. The course should include an experience or experiences (e.g. methods of 
evaluation) that assure three of the following four criteria are met: 

a. The student must show development of advanced writing skills through 
synthesis and original thought in expanded writing projects, research 
papers and critical essays.  These should entail a minimum of ten pages 
in writing. 

b. The honors experience should include substantially more reading and 
utilization of primary materials. 

c. The student must show enhancement and enrichment through an outside-
class activity or project. 

d. The student must show development of oral communication skills, 
requiring a 15 minute minimum presentation to the class. 

2. The course objectives from the original course must be included in the honors 
course, although it is possible that the objectives might be revised to included 
higher order skills (e.g. "analyze" rather than "describe").  Additional objectives 
may be added. 

3. Additional texts or instructional materials which would be appropriate for the 
honors student should be added to the course outline, keeping in mind the 
honors experience will likely include substantially more reading and use of 
primary materials. 

4. The course content from the original course must be included in the honors 
course, although additional course content may be added. 

5. Honors courses can be offered in a distributed format on a limited basis. 
Students may take six of the required fifteen Honors credits in a hybrid or fully 
online format. The remaining nine credits must be completed in a face-to-face 
course at Crafton Hills College. The sense of community which is the goal of the 
College Honors Institute is accomplished through meaningful interpersonal 
contact.  Any activities conducted at a distance should be supplemented by 
online interaction with other students and between students and faculty.  

6. Students may take up to six Honors credits at another accredited community 
college or university, whether online or in a face-to-face class, as long as the 
remaining nine units are completed in face-to-face classes at Crafton Hills 
College. 
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