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Research 
Question

How does course length 
impact student success?

Examined 11 scholarly 
articles written between 
2001-2019



 In almost every 
instance where 
time-compressed 
courses were 
compared to 
traditional length 
courses, the 
success rates for 
the time-
compressed 
courses were the 
same or higher. 



According to Almquist’s (2015) review of the literature



This holds up 
across different 
characteristics



 More recently, 
Pearse (2019) did a 
study of Tarrant 
County College in 
Fort Worth Texas 
and found higher 
success for 8-week 
courses compared 
to 16-week 
courses. 

 Success rates were 
highest for 8-week 
courses offered 
online or using a 
hybrid modality.



Implications

 An implication of these findings is that 
we should offer more variations in 
course length to accommodate for 
students with various needs and time 
constraints.
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