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Technology in the Classroom 

 Many professors discourage the use of laptops in the classroom as a way to prevent 

students from playing games and browsing Facebook during class. What many people don’t 

realize is that technology can improve classroom instruction if it is used wisely. Although some 

may still disagree, there has been a strong push for technology in the classroom setting. 

Initially, there are some concerns involving technology when it comes to its 

effectiveness. “When we evaluated the correlation between reported study strategies and 

students’ quiz scores, we did not discover any statistically significant results. Therefore, reported 

study strategy may not influence the efficacy of the guided notes” (Glowdowski and Thompson 

113). As seen in Glowdowski and Thompson’s article, the incorporation of technology does not 

necessarily lead to improvement in student outcomes. How and what technology is used is 

paramount in its effectiveness. 

 Additionally, some schools such as six Washington Public Schools in the District of 

Columbia are making budget and policy changes in order to make technology readily available to 

students. In an article from the Washington Post, Perry Stein discusses a school’s plan to shorten 

the school year and use the money in order to invest into laptop computers for its students (1). 

Such policies will ensure that each student will have access to a laptop for things like research, 

essay writing, and math. If all goes as planned, students will be able to learn more in less time 

through the use of technology. 
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Moreover, some schools are addressing the inherent challenges of technology in the 

classroom and do well to address how to meet those challenges head on. In “Technology in the 

Classroom,” Alice Armstrong discusses the challenge and training required of educators in order 

to implement technology effectively: 

These tools do not magically solve all of the problems that classroom teachers face. They 

come with challenges that educators must meet head on, not the least of which is learning 

to wield them effectively with students. For those in the profession who are not 

instinctive users of technology, this challenge can be significant. That's why it is 

imperative that districts provide faculty with effective training and technical support (41). 

Not only is it important to find out what is difficult with using technology in the classroom, but it 

is equally important to acknowledge its uses. Armstrong goes on to explain that when it comes to 

the use of laptops and tablets, “technology is transforming students into explorers and teachers 

into guides (41). So, we need to use technology to improve and expand the way that students are 

learning in a way that is interactive and reinforces what they have already learned. 

 All things considered, despite the hesitation of some, there is a driving force behind the 

movement to incorporate technology in the classroom. Some people believe that technology may 

not easily translate into better learning. Many schools are actively changing their educational 

systems to use more tech in classrooms. Also, there are schools who are meeting the challenges 

of using technology and are coming up with effective solutions. With the way that schools are 

embracing technology, students and teachers should take a close look at how they can make the 

most of it in each class. 
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