Resolution 13.03 - Opposition to Compensation for
Adoption of Open Educational Resources

Whereas, The development of curriculum, which includes the choice of textbooks and other
course materials, is an area of faculty primacy under Title 5 853200 and a responsibility of every
community college faculty member;

Whereas, Assembly Bill 798 (Bonilla, 2015) encourages the use of Open Educational Resources
(OER) and was supported by the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges in its
form as of April 6, 2015 but has since been amended to allow for direct compensation of faculty
who choose to adopt open educational resources in the form of reassigned time from
instructional duties;

Whereas, Evaluation and approval of grant applications under AB 798 (Bonilla, 2015) is granted
to the California Open Educational Resources Council, which includes representatives from the
California State University and University of California systems who may differ in their
perspectives regarding the proper use of the AB 798 grant funds; and

Whereas, The practice of incentivizing faculty to adopt any specific instructional materials over
others could potentially compromise academic quality by encouraging or pressuring faculty to
adopt materials that are less pedagogically sound;

Resolved, That the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges inform the California
Open Educational Resources Council of its objection to direct compensation to individual faculty
members for adoption of open educational resources;

Resolved, That the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges direct the community
college faculty appointees to the California Open Educational Resources Council to oppose
approval of any grant application that allows direct compensation to individual faculty members
for adoption of open educational resources; and

Resolved, That the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges encourage local
academic senates not to approve any grant submissions for AB 798 funding that include direct
compensation to individual faculty members for adoption of open educational resources.
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